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the elementary classrooms with 

signs of encouragement to inspire 

the students during “Pump Week.” 
The students responded with much 

success in The Five Pillars of Char-

acter (Caring, Fairness, Citizen-
ship, Respect, Trustworthiness and 

Responsibility). After five Charac-

ter of Excellence Assemblies, our 
elementary students (grades 1-6) 

have earned 153 wristbands and 57 

t-shirts. Local community busi-
nesses donated the funds to pur-

chase the wristbands and t-shirts 

that were awarded to each student 
at the assemblies. As the school 

year draws to an end, The Avenger 

Team is challenging our students to 
continue to be a positive change as 

they head home for summer adven-

ture!  

Robbin Carlos, PE Teacher 

Avenger Team and Character of Excellence Program  

(End-of-the-Year Wrap Up) 

Our Character Avenger Team is 

wrapping up a very busy school 

year! Our banner slogan for 2017-
2018 was “Change Begins With 

ME!” Besides launching our Charac-

ter of Excellence Program for our 
elementary students this past fall, 

they have made several appearances 

in our school and community. In 
March, our caped crusaders helped 

to promote reading at Literacy 

Night. They made slime together 
with the students at one station and 

were read stories from the students 

at another. Our Avengers assisted 
our Wellness Club by hosting our 3rd 

Annual Family Wellness Night. It 

was an evening filled with fun and 
fitness, promoting healthy minds and 

bodies in our community. Many 

local health/wellness professionals 
from our community shared their 

knowledge with our students and 

their families. The evening con-

cluded with an auction fundraiser. 

Six elementary students won lunch-
time with their favorite Avenger.  

In April, our Avenger Team went 

on tour, delivering their message of 
positive character as they visited 

seventeen classrooms at two differ-

ent Alta Headstart/Preschool facili-
ties. They played, colored pictures, 

and danced with the children. The 

children were very excited to meet 
them and are looking forward to 

their return next year!  During this 

past year, our Avenger Team also 
hosted five Character of Excellence 

Assemblies with one remaining to 

be held on Friday, May 18, 2018. 
They have challenged our elemen-

tary students to develop and dem-

onstrate positive character in our 
school, at home and in our commu-

nity. The Avenger Team decorated 
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THE “ROCKET REPORT” 
MISSION:  The Lowellville Local School District will educate, empower and challenge 

our students to reach their individual potentials by providing an environment where 

tradition, community and excellence create productive members of a global society. 

1st and 2nd Grade Literacy Concert 

Miss Gapsky’s1st and 2nd graders were featured in a unique literacy 

concert “Informance.” This new concert allowed students to take 

books they knew or were reading and add music to them to create 

a musical work. While students were reading, singing, and playing, 

they also informed the audience about the musical knowledge they 

gained this year in music class. Students demonstrated their skills in 

rhythmic playing on drums and solfege singing. The audience was 

also asked to join in and try to sing or play along with the students 

to test their musical skills. The books used in this concert included 

“Polar Bear, Polar Bear,” “Click, Clack, Moo,” “Rissoldy Rosseldy,” 

and many others. The concert concluded with a huge group song, 

“Music Rocks!” that encouraged the audience to dance and sing 

along. Great job to our 1st and 2nd graders on a fantastic concert!  



3rd and 4th Grade Spring Concert 

Lowellville Drama Club Presents  

“Almost Maine” 

Lowellville 3rd and 4th grad-

ers in music class put on a 

fantastic spring concert on 

May 8th, 2018. The students 

performed many inspirational 

songs including “Look to the 

Future” and “I Can. You Can. 

We Can.” which included   

lyrics about standing strong and being a good citizen. The 

boys and girls were each featured in two songs, “Thunder” 

and “Little Things,” which the fourth grade students were 

allowed to pick out themselves.   

Each class was also featured on their flutophone and dem-

onstrated the skills they have learned this year in music 

class. In the grand finale the 3rd and 4th graders sang their 

hearts out to the pop hit “Fight Song” by Rachel Platten.  

Featured in the song were 4th grade soloist Laila Stevens, 

Kaden Primous and Giuliana Alfano. We are so proud of 

the hard work and dedication our 3rd and 4th graders 

showed at their concert. Bravo!  

The Lowellville Drama Club 

presented Almost, Maine, a love 

story that takes place in a fic-

tional town in Northern Maine 

over the weekend of April 27th-

29th, 2018. The production was 

received very well by all in at-

tendance and showcased some 

amazing student talent.  The 

show featured eleven high 

school actors and four high 

school crew members under the 

direction of Ms. Mia DiRienzo-

Olson, Ms. Nancy Olander, and 

Ms. Jordan Butch.  The show 

featured a beautiful set that was 

designed and constructed by Mr. 

Jim Travis and stunning lighting 

design by Mr. Antonio  

Colaruotolo.  The show also 

served to unveil some wonderful 

new updates to our perform-

ance space, including a gorgeous 

cyclorama (a 35 foot curtain that 

now hangs across the back of 

the stage) to allow for beautiful 

back-lighting.   

 

In The Year of ART (2017-2018) 

The 2017-2018 school year was excit-

ing for the art program. We started 

the year off with a high school field 

trip to the Phipps Conservatory to 

view Jason Gamrath’s  SUPER NATU-

RAL glass art exhibit. His show filled 

the glasshouse rooms with accurate 

representations of orchids, Venus 

flytraps, and other specimens on a 

massive scale ranging from 6 to14 feet 
tall. Upon return, students created 

super natural flowers made out plastic 

spoons, Styrofoam, cardboard and 

PVC pipe.  Art teacher, Ms. Sandi Phil-

lips, volunteered some of her art 

classes to participate in the new Butler 

Art in the Schools Outreach Program 

sponsored by the Butler Institute of 

Art.  Mr. Ed Hallahan, the program 

director, visited L.H.S. throughout the 

school year and worked with the stu-

dents to complete a variety of 3-

dimensional art projects.  Several stu-

dents received awards during the 

school year for artwork entered in the 

Northeastern Ohio Scholastic Art 

Show and the Annual Mahoning 

County Art Show.  Students received 

Gold and Silver Key Awards, t-shirts 

and Honorable Mention Awards. Stu-

dent County awards included one 

District Award, 3rd Place Awards and 

Honorable Mention.  Everyone en-

joyed attending the Annual L.H.S. 

Spring Art Show that took place in the 

small gym on May 16th. Students are 

preparing to enter works of art at the 

2018 Canfield Fair. 
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2017-2018 High School Music Highlights  

High School Concert Band Superior at State 

Mr. Antonucci’s Lowellville High School Concert Band performed at 

District Band Contest on Saturday, March 10, at Howland High School. 

Their program included Torch of Liberty March by Karl L. King, Where the 

Black Hawk Soars by Robert W. Smith, and Nathan Hale Trilogy by James 

Curnow. The band received a superior rating from each of the four 

judges for an overall rating of a “One.” This rating qualified the band for 

State Band Contest for the eighth consecutive year. 

  

On Friday, April 20, the high school concert band traveled to North 

Royalton High School for State Band Contest. At State, the band earned 

the highest rating of superior from each of the four judges, for an overall 

rating of a “One.” This is the fifth consecutive year that the Lowellville 

High School Concert Band has earned straight Ones at State. 

 

All-State Seniors Nick Kacir and Maria Mangine 

2018 was an exciting year for band seniors Nick Kacir and Maria 

Mangine. Nick was selected as the first chair tuba player for the Ohio All

-State Orchestra, and Maria was selected as a trumpet player for the 

Ohio All-State Band. To be selected for All-State groups, students must 

go through a rigorous audition process in May of the preceding year. 

Their auditions are compared against those of other students from 

across the state (regardless of school size or demographic), and only the 

best students on each instrument are selected. It is a blind audition, so 

the only factor taken into consideration is individual ability. This was 

Nick Kacir’s third year being selected as the first chair tuba in the All-

State Orchestra. 

 

Maria and Nick added to their successes by winning the audition for 

senior soloist with the Henry H. Stambaugh Concert Band. They were 

featured performers with the band at its Spring Concert on Tuesday, 

April 10th and had the honor of performing their solos on the stage of 

historic Stambaugh Auditoirum. 

 

Band Seniors in New York City 

The band seniors traveled to New York City from March 29 – 31. On 

the trip, they experienced the sights, sounds and culture of The Big Ap-

ple. Highlights included visiting the 9-11 Memorial, exploring Central 

Park, riding Jane’s Carousel, walking the Brooklyn Bridge, shopping in 

Chinatown, eating dinner in Little Italy, watching the Blue Man Group, 

visiting Battery Park, posing with the Bull of Wall Street, shopping on 

Fifth Ave. and exploring Times Square. 

 

New High School Music Electives 

Lowellville High School is adding the following music electives to the 

high school curriculum: A.P. Music Theory, Jazz Improvisation, and His-

tory of Rock and Roll. The courses are on a rotation and offered every 

other year. The A.P. Music Theory course is a full year, and the Improvi-

sation and Rock and Roll courses are one semester each. This year, the 

History of Rock and Roll class ended the year by visiting the Rock and 

Roll Hall of Fame and Museum in Cleveland. 
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Mia Mary Albaugh 

Kyle James Baird 

Antonio Alfred Boggia 

Alexander Liam Boyd 

Matthew Alex Burkholder 

Isabella Joy Cavicchi 

Cora Ann Clinton 

Samantha Rose Cuprik 

Adam Anthony Danzo 

Samantha Lee Davis 

Larissa Michelle Diaz 

Perla Marie Diaz 

Nazir Omar Dothard 

Samuel  James Geras 

Aleia Noella Rosa Gonzalez 

Jessica Lyn Grow 

Michael  James  Hedrich, Jr. 

Patrick  James Henderson 

Jason Tirotta Higgins 

Hannah Kathleen Johnston 

Jessica Ann Johnston 

Nicholas Joseph Kacir 

Carl Dalton LaRosa 

Dominic  Joseph Layko 

Marissa Marie Lellio 

Austin Lee Malutic 

Noah Louis Mamula 

Maria Nicole Mangine 

Anthony John Mesaros 

Skyler Mackenzie Oliver 

Mackenzie Elizabeth Opritza 

Alyssa Marie Osman 

Brandon Alexander Palomaki 

Kenneth Martin Pavalko, II 

Brandon Michael Pazel 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This year the third and fourth graders have continued 

the karate belt training using the flutophone. After each 

student learned a new note or skill they performed the 

“belt” song that used that skill. To earn their belt the 

students performed the song at an advanced level with 

no mistakes. The third graders made it to the blue belts 

and the fourth grade students went past their black belts 

to earn the rainbow belt. The fourth graders will use the 

knowledge they have gained in flutophone karate next 

year in band and we can’t wait to hear those skills on 

band instruments. Congratulations to all of our fluto-

phone karate belt winners! 

Anthony John Petrovich 

Selena Nicole Phillips 

Janessa Marice Rivera 

Alexis Marie Ruess 

Dylan James Sallaz 

Ainessey Marie Santiago 

Mercedes Marie Santiago 

Zachary Ryan Schenk 

Nathaniel Ivan Solak 

Isabella Christine Sotlar 

Olivia Jean Sotlar 

Tanner Anthony Stellmar 

Sabreina Marie Torres 

Carrie Danielle Travis 

Madison Danae Warren 

Nathanael Philip Warren 

Alexander Ryan Mamula-Zarlingo 

Rebecca Emily Wetherill 

Angelina Violanda Williams 

This year in music classes the first and second graders 

have been able to experience many new and exciting 

instruments. With the addition of several African 

Drums and Xylophones our music classes have been 

filled with many sounds. Through the use of these 

instruments students in first grade and above are 

learning how to perform music together as a group. 

This not only promotes music reading and listening 

skills but it also promotes teamwork as the students 

must perform as one ensemble. The students did a 

great job incorporating these instruments and look 

forward to more skills on these instruments next year! 

Flutophone Karate! Xylophones and Drums 


